
VIRTUAL AffiKNITy - The Knitting Retreat For Everyone (in every place!)
 

   Until we can be together in person, I wanted to put together a virtual retreat that would be the next best thing.  

From the moment the goodie bag arrives at your house, until the last raffle ticket has been drawn, this will be a weekend full of learning,   
laughter, games, prizes, fashion shows and fun.

It will be as close as you can come to hanging out in the gazebo, and will make next year all the sweeter. Looking forward to “seeing”     
you all (and with the webcamera that will arrive in EACH goodie bag - I really will!!). Welcome to Virtual AffiKNITy.

      Patty

                                                           Knit, Learn, Laugh, Repeat

September 11 - 14, 2020 

VIRTUAL
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What’s Included for All: 

- Knitting classes with the best teachers around

- Epic goodie bag INCLUDING WEB CAMERA!!  

- Knitting Tips Class with Patty

- All evening events (KAL kickoff with Patty, fashion 
show, game night!) 

- Farm Tour from Long Island Yarn and Farm

- Three retreat patterns from our guest teachers

- Video knit-along pattern from Patty

- Fabulous marketplace with five vendors

Build Your Perfect Retreat
In addtion to the classes, we’ll still have a game night, fashion show, teacher 
Q & A, and Patty’s KAL kick off. 
Everyone learns at their own pace, so we are offering three different class 
styles. 
In addition, you can choose when you take classes because each teacher 
will present their class four times. 

Choose Your Class Packages
Full Hank
- 3 classes, one from each guest teacher
Mini Skein 
- 1 class from one guest teacher
Both packages will have the opportunity to take two sessions with Patty

Choose Your Class Style
In the detailed schedule you will see that each instructor teaches one 
“Relaxed,” one “Mixed,” and two “Loaded” sessions.

Relaxed: This class will spend a bit more time on fundamentals as we take 
our time to explore the class content. Perfect for both the newer knitter or 
the knitter who wants a more relaxed class pace. 

Mixed: A little something for everyone! This class will be for mixed levels. It 
will dig a bit deeper than the relaxed group. Perfect for knitters of different 
skill levels who are traveling together, or for the newer knitter who doesn’t 
mind jumping right in.  

Loaded: This class will be chock full of goodies. We’ll be taking a deep dive 
into the class topic, and we may even get into extra credit tricks. Perfect for 
the knitter who wants to gobble up all the ideas or the newer knitter who 
doesn’t mind observing new things!
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Mary Jane Mucklestone
Mary Jane Mucklestone loves to knit, especially 
with color. She’s the author of 4 knitting books, 
3 exclusively featuring stranded colorwork. Her 
stitch dictionaries, 200 Fair Isle Motifs and 150 
Scandinavian Motifs, became instant classics and 
have been translated into many languages. She 
is currently at work on an exciting new colorwork 
project featuring Fair Isle, the place. 

Mary Jane travels the world to study traditional 
knitting techniques and to learn more about 
the history of the craft. She’s a popular teacher 
specializing in lively, fun, and informative classes. 
She feels lucky to be invited to teach all over the 
world, and is eager to share knitting knowledge with 
her students. She aims to give students the courage 
to try something new! Mary Jane’s inventive hand 
knitting designs are featured in many books and 
magazines as well as on her website.

maryjanemucklestone.com

instagram.com/mjmucklestone

Your Teachers

Kate Atherley
Kate is Knitty.com’s Managing Technical Editor, and a 
seasoned designer and teacher of all things knitterly.  
Experts have declared that her latest book, The 
Knitter’s Dictionary, belongs in every knitter’s bag.   
Her Beginner’s Guide to Writing Knitting Patterns is 
the industry’s first guide specifically written to help 
knit designers of all levels create easy-to-follow, high 
quality knitting patterns; her Custom Socks and 
Knit Mitts! books have been hugely popular. Kate 
is known for her attention to detail in her patterns 
and her classes, and she regularly teaches at stores 
and events across the world, including Interweave 
YarnFest and Edinburgh Yarn Festival. She lives in 
Toronto with her husband and their challenging but 
adorable rescue dog, Dexter.

kateatherley.com

instagram.com/kateatherleyknits

Norah Gaughan
Norah has spent her life immersed in knitting—
as a freelancer for yarn companies and knitting 
magazines, then overseeing the Reynolds, Artful 
Yarns & Adrienne Vittadini Yarn lines as the design 
director at JCA, and as the design director at 
Berroco for nearly nine years. Now an independent 
designer working out of her studio in historic 
Harrisville, NH, Norah is he author of Knitting Nature 
and Norah Gaughan’s Knitted Cable Sourcebook. 
Her newest labor of love, a sourcebook of twisted 
stitches, is due out in January 2021. 

http://norahgaughan.net

instagram.com/norahgn

http://maryjanemucklestone.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mjmucklestone/
http://kateatherley.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kateatherleyknits
http://norahgaughan.net/
https://www.instagram.com/norahgn/
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Patty Lyons (Your Host)
Patty is a nationally recognized knitting teacher and 
technique expert who is known for teaching the 
“why” not just the “how” in her pursuit of training the 
“mindful knitter.” 

Patty teaches around the country, and her popular 
classes can also be found on DVD and online at 
Interweave, Annie’s, and Craftsy. She also runs wildly 
popular video sweater classes on her Ravelry group. 

Patty’s designs and knitting skill articles have been 
published in Vogue Knitting, Interweave Knits, Knit 
Purl, Knitter’s Magazine, Cast On, Knit Style, Creative 
Knitting, Twist Collective, and Mason Dixon Knitting 
where she writes a monthly knitter’s advice column: 
“Ask Patty.” Patty’s designs have also been included 
in pattern collections from Classic Elite, Noro, 
Cascade, Tahki Stacy Charles, Sugar Bush, and 
Willow Yarns.

pattylyons.com

instagram.com/pattyjlyons

  
Bristol Ivy (Special Guest)
Bristol Ivy is a knitting designer, teacher, and author 
from Bangor, Maine. Her work has been published 
with PomPom magazine, amirisu, Quince & Co., 
Making magazine, and her own eponymous pattern 
line. She has taught at such events as Squam Art 
Workshops, Edinburgh Yarn Festival, and Vogue 
Knitting Live, as well as yarn shops worldwide. 
Her recent books, Knitting Outside the Box and 
Knitting Outside the Box: Drape and Fold, both with 
PomPom Press, explore her lifelong commitment 
to breaking rules and finding beauty in unexpected 
places. When not knitting, she’s sewing, running, 
watching far too many British murder mysteries, and 
baking a mean loaf of oatmeal honey bread.

bristolivy.com

instagram.com/bristolivy

Your Host & Special Guest
Class Options
Full Hank package (3 full classes)

- Pick one session from each guest teacher

- Be able to attend one session with Patty 
(when you’re not in your full class)

Mini Skein package (1 full class)

- Pick one session from one of the guest 
teachers

- Be able to attend any session with Patty 
(when you’re not in your full class)

http://pattylyons.com/
https://www.instagram.com/pattyjlyons/
http://www.bristolivy.com
https://www.instagram.com/bristolivy/
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Weekend Overview (Class Style Schedule in Blue Box)
Friday

7:00 – 9:00   Opening Reception / Game Night / Virtual Cocktail hour

Saturday

10:00 - 12:00    Full Class (with MJ, Kate, Norah) 10:30 - 11:30 Tips and Tricks with Patty
2:00 - 4:00        Full Class (with MJ, Kate, Norah) 2:30 - 3:30 Tips and Tricks with Patty
4:30 - 5:30        Meet the Animals of Long Island 
                          Yarn and Farm
7:00 - 9:00        Fashion Show

Sunday

10:00 - 12:00    Full Class (with MJ, Kate, Norah) 10:30 - 11:30 Tips and Tricks with Patty
1:00 - 5:30        MARKETPLACE!!!!!
                         FIVE vendor rooms

Groups will be let into each room on a 
schedule to assure plenty of time to shop and 
ask questions

7:00 - 8:00         Teacher Q & A
8:00- 9:00          KAL Kickoff with Patty

Monday

10:00 - 12:00    Full Class (with MJ, Kate, Norah) 10:30 - 11:30 Tips and Tricks with Patty
1:30 – 2:30        Bristol Ivy Talk  

2:30 - 3:00      Raffle prizes and goodbyes (until we    
                        meet again)

Class Style Schedule
Schedule choices are first come first 
served. Book early!

If you are a full hank student you can choose 
one class from each teacher. That means you 
might take one class each day, or take two 
classes in a day and have a full day off, take 
two morning, one afternoon . . . you decide!

If you are a mini skein, you pick any one 
session

Saturday Morning

Mary Jane  Mixed 
Kate  Loaded 
Norah  Relaxed

Saturday Afternoon

Mary Jane  Loaded 
Kate  Mixed 
Norah  Loaded

Sunday Morning

Mary Jane  Relaxed 
Kate  Loaded 
Norah  Loaded

Monday Morning

Mary Jane  Loaded 
Kate  Relaxed 
Norah  Mixed

4
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Contemporary Stranded 
Colorwork
with Mary Jane Mucklestone
Knit bold contemporary looks using the 
principles of traditional Fair Isle knitting. 
Mary Jane will share her love of stranded 
knitting by embracing techniques that make 
traditional work simple while modernizing 
the look with graphic geometric shapes 
and a contemporary take on color. Using 
Mary Jane’s Flying Geese Cowl (or a new 
pattern being designed for this retreat) 
as a template, we will create a sampler, 
experimenting with color and shapes. 
Follow the pattern exactly or devise your 
own design, Mary Jane will help guide your 
color choices and offer tips on stranded 
knitting technique. 

Shawl Shapes: Create your 
Own Shawl!
with Kate Atherley
Shawls are one of the most fun projects 
to knit and wear. And the best part is that 
they’re very easy to customize and design 
to suit your own tastes, and your yarn stash! 
This session provides the recipes for key 
shawl shapes – triangles, crescents, circles 
and semi-circles – and teaches you how 
to customize them to your heart’s content 
with stitch patterns and color and other 
design details. No matter what level of 
knitter you are, you can create the shawl of 
your dreams. The class handout will provide 
recipes, patterns and design ideas to get 
you going.

Cables Open Up 
with Norah Gaughan
Explore 4 methods of opening up cables. 
Learn to handle dramatic dropped stitches 
with confidence, add mysterious large 
eyelets with double yarn overs and make 
lovely open ladders. Lastly, learn how to 
insert a cable and lace medallion into any 
stockinette stitch project. You’ll knit small 
samples in class to perfect the techniques 
while Norah demonstrates on larger and 
more intricate swatches. All charts will be 
included so you can master the swatches 
following the class

Classes
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Schrodinger’s Knitting: Taking 
Your Knitting Outside the Box 
and Bringing It to Life
with Bristol Ivy 
Often in knitting, there are many opinions 
on what is the right way or the wrong way 
to do something, what is easy, what is hard, 
and what shouldn’t even be thought of 
attempting without a stiff drink (looking at 
you, steeking). But when we start to look at 
the logic of these statements, they unravel.  
A lot of what we know about knitting is 
based on tradition, and that tradition just 
says that we knit something a certain way 
because that’s how it’s always been done.  
But just because something has been done 
that way doesn’t mean it *has* to be done 
that way. Knitting has *traditions*, but that 
doesn’t mean knitting has *rules*. In this 
talk, we’ll discuss various ways to take your 
knitting outside the box, make it unruly, and 
make it do exactly what you want it to. The 
knitting police won’t come and find you, 
promise!

Workshops and Talks
Knitting Tips and Tricks
with Patty Lyons
Let Patty show you some of her favorite 
tricks. Bring some needles and yarn if you 
want to try some, or just watch. Come with 
your knitting question or project in trouble. 
We will dig into Patty’s knitting bag of 
tricks and get nerdy with our knitting! Every 
session will be a bit different (depending on 
your questions), so mini skein folks, feel free 
to come as many times as you like!

Meet the Animals of  
Long Island Yarn and Farm
Enjoy a tour of the 17 acre slice of heaven 
that is Long Island Yarn and Farm. Join 
owner Tabbethia Haubold-Magee as she 
gives you private tour of the farm and 
introduces you to her various fiber giving 
animals. Come meet llamas, sheep, 
goats and rabbits and find out about the 
wonderful fiber they give. You might get a 
peak at the newest addition to the llama 
heard “Jaycie” who was born just a few 
months ago. 
Don’t miss out on oohing and ahing at these 
adorable animals and get a chance to ask 
questions about the animals behind the yarn 
you love.
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Tech Specs
Virtual AffiKNITy will be run on Zoom. Click HERE for tech specs. 

Click HERE for speed test

Registering
Registration will open for for everyone who booked the 2020 live event first on Sunday June 28 at 9 am EDT, then everyone on the wait list on Friday 
July 3 at 9 am EDT, and general registration will open (for any spots not booked) on Monday July 6, at 9:00 am EST. - 

https://affiknity.regfox.com/virtual-affiknity2020

When you register, you will be asked to decide between Full Hank, Mini Skein, and pick your class times and styles — So be sure to review the schedule 
and make your decisions. You can also sign up a second registrant.

You will also pick which times you will vist vendors. So, if you’d like to shop with friends, make sure to make those decisions in advance!

PLEASE review your registration carefully and double check your mailing address since this is where your goodie bag will be shipped

Cancellation Policy
If you cancel before July 15, you will receive a full refund. No refund will be given after July 15, 2020, unless your space can be filled. Then you will 
receive a full refund minus a $75 registration fee.

Fees
Full Hank
$385 — 3 classes, one from each guest teacher, virtual farm tour, lectures and talk, evening events, two sessions with Patty, fashion show, goodie bag, 
3 retreat patterns, Patty’s fall video sweater class.
Mini Skein
$285 — 1 classes, one from a guest teacher, virtual farm tour, lectures and talk, evening events, two sessions with Patty, fashion show, goodie bag, 3 
retreat patterns, Patty’s fall video sweater class.

 Follow the AffiKNITy fun at:

https://pattylyons.com/tech-specs-for-virtual-affiknity/
https://www.speedtest.net/
https://affiknity.regfox.com/virtual-affiknity2020
https://www.facebook.com/affiknityretreat/
https://www.facebook.com/affiknityretreat/
https://www.ravelry.com/groups/the-patty-lyons-fan-club
https://www.ravelry.com/groups/the-patty-lyons-fan-club
https://twitter.com/AffiKNITyRT
https://twitter.com/AffiKNITyRT
https://www.instagram.com/affiknityretreat/

